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Internet Security

Keeping Your Children Safe

Facebook is restricted to users under age 13, but according to a 

new survey, that hasn’t kept young children away, the survey showed 

children as young as 6 years old had their own profiles on Facebook.

My primary role is as an Educational Forensic Science Trainer, but 

I am also a Trainer for the Child Exploitation and Online Protection 

Centre (CEOP) and 

travel all over the 

country delivering 

our Forensic 

Science Workshops 

into Primary and 

Secondary Schools, 

which now include 

the option of  having 

a free CEOP Session. 

The most frightening 

thing is that in the 

vast majority of  the 

Primary Schools 

I have visited, at least 75% of  their KS2 pupils have a profile on 

Facebook, and of  these, the majority have no knowledge at all of  how 

to set up their “Privacy Settings.” Although this does not guarantee 

safety, it does ensure some form of  security whilst online.   

Additionally, children need to be educated and made aware that there 

is a safe area that they can click on whilst online, as many children will 

not divulge whom they are chatting to online through fear of  being in 

trouble with their parents/carers or teachers.  

All young users of  Facebook and their parents/carers have all 

been recently invited to add the new ClickCEOP ‘app’ to their profile. 

Through this app, they are able to access advice, help and support 

directly from the CEOP Centre as well as Facebook 24 hours a day, 

365 days a year.  

Crucially, young 

people will be able to 

report instances of  

suspected grooming 

or inappropriate 

sexual behaviour 

directly from their 

profile to specially 

trained investigators 

from CEOP. The 

‘app’ is the outcome 

of  collaboration 

between CEOP and 

Facebook who have combined Facebook’s expertise in connecting and 

communicating online with CEOP’s expertise in helping young people 

stay safe.

As someone who is constantly at the front end, I have now devoted 

a special CEOP Section to my Blog and Website, where I continue to 

share good practice.  Uploaded to this Blog are four excellent 10 minute 

films produced by CEOP and I would strongly urge any parents/carers 

and teachers with young children to take a look at the particular film 

called “Jigsaw”. This is a fantastic resource highlighting the dangers 

our children face everyday online and how you as a parent/carer can 

ensure your children stay safe whilst online. Produced for children aged 

8-10, Jigsaw is currently being delivered to schools all over the UK 

through their ThinkUKnow programme. It seeks to speak directly to 

children who are actively online and using social media websites and 

chat rooms like Facebook and MSN Messenger. All CEOP films can be 

viewed on our blog at www.pulsecsi.com

In my opinion, it’s the best 10 minutes you are likely to spend with 

your children in this technological world which we are all learning to 

live in, and as the summer holidays are closely upon us, this would be a 

good time to become educated about online dangers and implementing 

safety precautions for your children, so they can enjoy the online 

world safely and you are assured that you have the necessary safety 

parameters in place.

Let’s start with a statistic. 38% of children on 
Facebook are under 12 years old….

“Additionally, children need to be educated and 
made aware that there is a safe area that they can 
click on whilst online, as many children will not 
divulge whom they are chatting to online through 
fear of being in trouble with their parents/carers 
or teachers.”
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More on 

Jacqui Thompson
Born in 1965, Jacqui was part of an RAF family 
posted to RAF Cranwell in 1971 from Singapore.

She’s been married to Bill for 19 years, who is ex-RAF Police 
& now a Director in Computer Forensics based in London.
Jacqui and Bill have one son (15), one godson (13) and one 
“non-adopted” daughter in Australia (33!)  Additionally, Jacqui 
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7 years ago, as a way of getting children enthused about 
Science, Jacqui set up PULSE after personal study and 
attending the University of Lincoln.  She has now delivered 
hundreds of Forensic Science Workshops all over the country 
and is also a STEM ambassador and Trainer for CEOP.  

PULSE has delivered several Forensic Science Workshops 
to Independent Schools all over the country in the last few 
months, details and testimonials are available at 
http://pulsecsi.com/testimonials/so-what-are-the-
independent-school-saying-about-our-workshops/


